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Coming Up

From our President...
Singing the Verdi Requiem in July was a wonderful climax to my 25th season
with SWCS and, somewhat self-indulgently, I’m using this opportunity to reflect
on the changes I have experienced. When I joined the choir, Janet had been music director for a couple of years and was really starting to make her mark.
About a dozen of the current members were also singing at that time.

Belshazzar’s Feast with LPO
Saturday 10th November 2019
7:30pm
Saffron Hall

Whilst we are still singing many of the standard major choral works that are the
staple of most choral societies - and such a joy to perform – I have also seen lots
of very exciting developments over the years:
•

Greater commitment to making music with children and young people –
we’ve expanded Spirit of Christmas into two concerts each Christmas and
taken part in a number of special collaborative projects, notably Wingbeats
in 2007 and MazeMusic in 2012. More recently we’ve nurtured the SignuptoSing Youth Choir, and we plan to develop a new youth choir in the near future.

•

Partnerships with some excellent professional and semi-professional orchestras, notably Chameleon Arts, SW Symphony and Cambridge Orchestra, and
a variety of talented soloists, particularly showcasing young voices early in
their careers. This has been facilitated with the support of several financial
sponsors over the years, particularly Yellow Car, the lottery and local businesses.

•

Community outreach including the annual singing days, Come and Sing
events and the recent “Big Choir Experience”.

•

Collaborations with other choirs, including Harlow Chorus, St Mary’s Church
Choir and Cambridge Philharmonic

•

Venues – St Mary’s Church and now the amazing Saffron Hall along with
Thaxted Church, King’s College Chapel and many other local churches.

•

Accompanists, the hugely talented Janet Evans and, for the past 13 years,
the equally gifted Richard Carr.

•

Broadening of our music repertoire, particularly the privilege of performing a
number of Janet’s pieces such as Sea Changes, I sing and ever shall, The
Ceaseless Round of Circling Planets. We have also enjoyed giving the first
public performance of a wide variety of prizewinning entries in our annual
carol competition for young people.

This amazing musical journey does not, of course, ‘just happen’. It relies on the
inspirational musicianship and dedicated leadership of Janet, supported by a
strong committee and many other volunteers. Many members have at various
times each played their part in supporting the musical programme and all that

Spirit of Christmas
Saturday 7th December
At 2:00 pm and 5:30 pm
St Mary’s Church
Saffron Walden

SWCS Singing Day
Led by Anna Lapwood
Saturday 25th January 2020
10:00am to 4:45pm
Stapleford Granary (TBC)
Bach Magnificat
Saturday 4th April
2020
7.30 pm
Saffron Hall

Carmina
Burana
Carl Orff

Saturday 11th July 2020
7.30 pm
Saffron Hall

goes on behind the scenes. Membership of a choir is not just about the singing; we can all contribute to ensuring
that it continues to flourish. That can involve a lot of work in some roles, but I believe it is also extremely rewarding. I would encourage you to consider what you might be able to offer (in addition to your voice) when requests
for help arise. You will be standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before to keep this wonderful choir
strong into the future.

Judith

Friends of Saffron Walden Choral Society
The committee are delighted to announce the launch of a new Friends Scheme. It is so important for the choir to
have regular financial support to enable us to maintain our high standards and to continue to plan larger-scale
concerts with professional musicians, which almost inevitably run at a deficit. We hope all choir members will
encourage their friends and relations to join the Friends Scheme. The leaflet about the Friends Scheme will be
available at rehearsals from September and also to download from our website. In the meantime, please have a
think about whether you’d like to become a Friend yourself and who you might ask to join. We’re asking for a
minimum donation of £50 p.a. and Friends will receive e-newsletters, invitations to receptions and social events
and opportunities to meet some of the professional artists we work with.

Christine Hall
Friends Secretary

From our Chairman...
SWCS is about to embark on another year of challenging music and exciting opportunities, the first of which is a
performance of Belshazzar’s Feast, in collaboration with the world renowned conductor Marin Alsop and the
LPO. A few people have expressed concerns about joint ventures, but I believe we should look on them as a
chance to demonstrate our musical expertise, and to attract a new audience that might not think to come to one
of our own concerts. The committee will, as a matter of course, always discuss the pros and cons of such ventures, before making any commitment.
In addition to seeking new audiences, we are also discussing ways to attract new singers. We will continue to organise outreach events in the surrounding area, and we would welcome any suggestions for venues.
We are also stepping up our search for sponsors and supporters of every kind. We have been very fortunate to
have Tees Law on board, and they have agreed to continue as sponsors for another year. However, we cannot
rest on our laurels. We are exploring other avenues and again we would love to hear from you. Saffron Walden is
growing faster than ever, and new businesses are being set up so, if you have contacts, please put us in touch.
Every contribution, large or small, is welcome.
With fundraising in mind, the next opportunity to let your hair down in a good cause is the barn dance on Saturday 28th September at Newport, organised by the alto section. There’ll be plenty of dancing to a live band with
caller, and we are assured you don’t need to know the dances beforehand! Spectators are, of course, also welcome. Tickets from Sue Pegram.
Let me take this opportunity to thank everyone who gives their time to those little tasks that keep the choir running smoothly. They include our band of cheery tea monitors, Carol, our subscription secretary, Willy and his
amazing mechanical 100 club machine, Sue S-B who collates the programmes and many others. Your work is truly appreciated.
Finally, I must express our thanks to Janet who has been, as ever, a tower of strength to the choir, despite a very
difficult twelve months due to Alan’s continued illness and death in the early part of the year. Our very best
wishes go to her and the rest of the family.
I very much look forward to seeing you all again, and maybe some new faces, at our first rehearsal on Monday
9th September.

Best wishes
Sara

Looking back at our 2018-19 season:

From the Treasurer...
2018-19 has been ‘fiscally balanced’ year with many thanks to Stephanie who has worked extremely hard to get
our corporate support underway. As a result of her great efforts, in addition to supporting our autumn, spring
and Spirit of Christmas concerts by £4,500, Tees Law also ran a Make a Will week which raised £2,800 before gift
aid. We have also received £6,500 from Taylor Rose to support our future youth work. We plan to use this for our
concert next July with young musicians from SWCHS and SCYM as well as some workshops and other activities
during the year.
Other income raised included a successful wine tasting (£800) and the 100 Club (£1330 before prizes) and refreshments (£350). Concerts continue to make a loss overall despite the generous support of Tees Law because
we enjoy the musical support of professional musicians and soloists. As you will see from the proposed programme for 2019-20 (& draft plans beyond) we are making efforts to have joint ventures with local choirs and
orchestras and smaller professional groups such as Bishop’s Stortford Sinfonia (March 2019) and East Anglia
Chamber Orchestra (Elijah, planned for November 2020) as well as maintaining our collaboration with Chameleon Arts Orchestra (March 2020). Our exciting concert in November 2019, where we are singing with LPO and
Marin Alsop should be cost neutral.
Our proposed budget for 2019-20 includes a small increase in subscriptions to meet increasing running costs for
venue hire and professional musicians for rehearsals. Following discussion at committee, it was agreed to increase subscriptions for 2019-20 to £185 (full) and £155 (concession) with no increases in termly fees; under-25s
would be free.

SWCS: Summary income and costs

Total Income

2018-19
£
Estimate
15,167
2,518
3,060
10,918
25,517
£57,179

2019-20
£
Budget
15,846
2,630
5,050
4,000
26,358
£53,884

Costs
Rehearsal costs
Fundraising activities
Running costs
Concert costs
Total Costs

13,853
1,752
4,582
30,218
£50,405

15,197
1,200
2,045
32,171
£50,613

6,775

3,271

Income
Subscriptions
Gift aid
Fundraising
Other income
Concert income

Net income for year

WELCOME TO OUR 2019 – 2020 SEASON
The following article is available in the ‘Coming Up’ section of swchoral.org.uk, introducing our 2019/20 season
Welcome to our 2019-2020 season which brings a broad range of exciting and engaging choral music to Saffron
Hall.
We open our season by joining Marin Alsop and the London Philarmonic Orchestra in Saffron Hall to perform William Walton’scolourful Belshazzar’s Feast on Saturday 10 November 2019.
Our Spirit of Christmas concerts on Saturday 7 December 2019 at 2pm and 5:30pm St Mary's Church are an annual
and very popular set of concerts heralding the arrival of the festive season. The concerts showcase the vibrant
young musicians in our local schools and include the announcement and performance of the winning entries of
our Spirit of Christmas Carol Competition. This is a rare occasion for young singers to sing with an adult choir and
whilst it is a celebration of Christmas music, it is also an important part of our outreach to our local community.
Please put the date in your diary and keep choral music in Christmas!
In our Spring concert on Saturday 4 April 2020 we perform Bach’s Magnificat, a Baroque masterpiece that needs
little introduction. In this relatively brief work Bach manages to conjure up twelve contrasting musical worlds,
honing in with a miniaturist’s precision to extract every possible nuance from the Latin text. He exploits the ensemble in various permutations, from pared back solo movements with an almost chamber music flavour, to bombastic tutti sections made even more exciting by contrast.
We will also sing Roth's A Time to Dance. Written as a companion piece for the Bach Magnificat, Roth's music
takes us on a journey through the year and through the ages of man; Spring Morning, Summer Noon, Autumn
Evening and Winter Night, with a different voiced soloist as our guide in each section.
We finish our season with a performance of 3 exciting works on Saturday 11 July 2020;
Carl Orff’s iconic Carmina Burana bringing 11th and 12th-century secular lyric poems vividly to life in music with a
rich medieval patina yet in an unmistakably 20th-century style. Raucous drinking songs, a falsetto bass solo evoking a roasting swan, choruses laughing in the face of life’s fickleness; this is a piece fundamentally about seizing
pleasure whilst one can – a hedonistic musical banquet.
Jonathan Dove’s cantata Arion and the Dolphin, written as a companion piece to the piano and percussion arrangement of Carmina Burana, makes full use of the instrumentation’s potential for gorgeous rippling water
effects in this depiction of a Greek legend.
Janet Wheeler's Imagine It! for choir and percussion duo sets John Taylor’s all-encompassing libretto about creativity and discovery to music which perfectly embodies the spirit of invention. In just six minutes we get the Hadron Collider, Hamlet, Van Gogh’s colours, the moon landing and more!
Unless noted, all concerts are at 7:30 pm.

We look forward to welcoming old friends and meeting new friends, as we perform live some of the world richest
choral repertoire in the exciting and fabulous Saffron Walden concert hall.

Written by Sarah Cattley

Ticket Sales by Concert…

Your choir needs some help!
Hi all
It has become clear over the past year that the choir is in need of some extra
help and we are asking all of you to consider providing help or recommending
those who might be able to give some time. Helpers do not need to become
committee members. We are looking urgently for experience or help with:
•

Graphic design - for the display boards, one off leaflets notices, etc

•

Social media - regular contributions to Facebook, twitter etc, and other digital Publicity

•

General Admin

•

Website management

•

Writing copy for publicity

•

Minute-taker

•

Storage for display boards

Any and all help will be gratefully received, and perhaps even rewarded....cakes and chocolates have been
known to magically appear! You can work on your own or within a team as you prefer, just let us know.

Many thanks
Kathie

From our Fundraiser...
We’ve had a busy and productive year raising funds for SWCS.
SOCIAL EVENTS
In November 2018 we held our 2nd fundraising event of recent times. Justin Waples of Waples Wines gave
an informative and highly amusing wine tasting evening at Abbey Barn, St Marks College. A special thank
you to Jane Ridler for the Christmas decorations, Sara Varey for the wonderful tagine, and of course to all
of you who came and/or bought raffle tickets. We raised a £788 after expenses.

In April 2019 we were delighted to receive £6,500 from Taylor Rose. The funds will go
towards our youth focussed concert in July 2020 as well as a series of youth choral
workshops we are planning to promote classical and contemporary choral singing for
young people.

In 2018 we were chosen to be Tees Law’s charity of the year for our 2018 – 2019 season. This has
been a tremendous help to us, not only financially, but also as a boost to our local visibility.
Last season, and during the run up to it, Tees Law has donated:
£1,000 towards the general funds for the Summer concert in 2018
£120 towards promotional materials
£265 to cover programme printing for the Spirit of Christmas Concert 2018
£2,000 towards the hire of Saffron Hall for the November concert in 2018
£3,500 towards the hire of Saffron Hall and soloists cost for the March concert 2019
Stephanie Emberson

From the Secretary...
Again, another full and interesting year of Music making. Thanks to all members for your hard work and enthusiasm, your commitment to the choir and for taking on the new challenge of more responsibility for fundraising
which has become necessary in the financial climate of our times.
This has had a positive side effect, in that the ‘socials’ which have been arranged during the year have also helped
us to get to know each other a little better – as the 15 minute break in rehearsals is barely long enough for people to catch up on news with choir members they already know. We have been able to welcome some new members this year and I know that many of you and the Voice Reps in particular, have been committed to making
them feel welcomed. Thank you.
As a group of singers we continue to value the tremendous skill of Richard, who manages to make the most difficult of instruments sound amazing! I am sure too, that you all value the work of the whole Committee and the
continued support of Judith, our President. However, we particularly thank Janet, who has supported and guided
us throughout the year. Even when life became extremely challenging for her, she never forgot us, making sure
that we were well supported even if she could not be with us herself. It is difficult to find words to express our
thanks to her.
Next Season promises to be exciting and challenging in new ways. I look forward to sharing it with you all.
Isobel Blakeley

